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Poses a Bigger Peril

By DREW MIDDLETON i

e Specialto TheNew York Times - ° o+ ‘-

- 'BRUSSELS, May 12— Secretary of De-
fense Caspar W. Weinberger told the De-
fense Pl
alliance today that internal failures in the
Soviet Union might lead it into military.
adventurism. . . 44 ok i PR 17
American defense: gfficials o
clined to be identified.quoted Mr. Wein.'
berger ashaving saidscyi> . © g
£ the Soviet Uniom teay b iupelied by
o the Soviet Union-may mpe ,
lack of success in-other fields

1 stead to the one field where they have
Committee of the-Atlantic}

who - des| and

both confidence and capability, stark
military power and military threats.”
- £The statement seemed to echo a view
g last weekend by Secretary of.
‘State Alexander M. Haig Jr.-at Syracuse
University graduation- exercises.-Mr.
Haig spoke of Soviet internal weaknesses
- Su ted that a major military
_power like the Soviet Union posed more of
a threatif faced with domestic problems.
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- An’ American intelligence briefing on
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Planning Committee, which is made up of

alliance %efense n"'uﬁisiers"ﬁmr‘p—rexce 0SE 0

France and lceW_T'FﬁRt%ﬁm-an " =

from military aspects of the North Atlan.
tic Treaty Organization in 1968 and Ice.
land has no military forces.: *

A censored version - of  the: brieting
made public earlier today said Soviet de-
fense spending, which grew at a rate of 4
percent in the 1570°s, would continue to
growat that rate “atleastupto1985.” |

- Mr. . Weinberger - told - the - committee
| that Western efforts to establish détente
| with the Soviet Union had not led to any|-
decreasein Soviet militaryeffores. .~ : -

/" According -to- the - Weinberger ‘state-| -
ment, Soviet gx:t:‘d b;orcf?in Cenitral Eu- |-
ropeare suppo a fighterforcethat|
has been expanded by the ofa
thousand new planes in each of the Jast
eight years. The Soviet Navy was said to
have eight new classes of submarinesand |
four new classes of surface combatants;
including aircraft carriers and cruisers. :
.The American qualitative lead in weap-

. mored fighting vehicles and missiles. | .
A report from NATO's Comn.
mittee, which is’made up of the allies’
chiefs of staff, said the restructuring of
the Soviet Army made it evident *hat the
alliance faced the threat of a high num-
berof brigade-size units “capable of inde-
pendent and t;a;pld Operations.” Military-
sources put war strength of the bri-.

gadesatabout3,000men. ;- . -

- Adm. Robert H..Fallsof a, chair.|
man of the Military Committes, noted at
a news conference that, while.the Saviet
high command was  the shape
and size of some units to
glr:i. power, .the total of
this to the shipment of new arms to divi-
sions that are usually manned at a third
ofwarstrength. il e
. Te-

the: depl ot SS.20° ¢
S & range that covers

, Which have

MRS e
Rt oL TR A
' NATO's- military ‘lenders’agreed that
‘the alliance should not become involved:
An Southwest Asia-through- a- multina.-
tional force;: but that individual govern.
‘ments should conclude agreements with
.the United States to provide assistance,
1Admiral Falls md.wrmu TN
. He said the Unitad States was Investi.
.gating practical problems such as rights-
i alfopece o sposd e cimer coun,
movement of -
forces to the Persian Guif. "% 2w sss
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